323.   PRISON TREATMENT
The Director of Information in his communique dated 12th
September, 1928, has attempted a reply to the article1 in Young
India of 16th August regarding the food served out to prisoners
at the Sabarmati Central Jail. He boldly says that these state-
ments are incorrect. It is perfectly clear from the communique
that he has not made the inquiry himself but his opinion is based
upon the statements supplied to him by the very parties who are
accused of neglect. It is unnecessary for me to refute the state-
ment that the health statistics in the prisons of India compare
favourably with the statistics of the population living outside.
This is an admitted fact, for the simple reason that the laws of
sanitation are undoubtedly better enforced in the prisons than
outside. But\ better sanitation does not prove more humaneness
or more consideration for the prisoners. My point is that there is
absence of the human touch about the whole of the prison system.
And it seems to me to be wholly beside the point to mention
that the general health of the inmates of prisons is better than
outside, and I claim that even this statement becomes untenable
when applied to the class of prisoners from whom satyagrahis are
drawn. It was open to the Director to say, if he had so chosen,
that the satyagrahis knew that there would be no humanity to
be found inside the prison walls. Statements such as I made in
the article in question had point. Because the claim is often
made that the prisoners in Indian prisons are treated humanely
and that as much consideration as is possible to give to prisoners
is given in these jails.
With regard to the specific statements made in the Director's
communique I can only give extracts from the statements made by
the released prisoners, every one of whom I hold to be far more
reliable than all the jail authorities put together. The statements
were made by the satyagrahis on their discharge from the jail
in reply to my request about the treatment, and when I saw with
my own eyes the shattered constitution of Sjt. Chinai whom I
knew to be in possession of excellent health and when I saw a
Vidyapith lad Dinkar suffering from an obstinate fever which,
but for the extraordinarily good nursing and able medical aid he
1 Vide "Our Jails", 16-8-1928.